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With funding from the Open Society Initiative for West Africa (OSIWA), Alliances for Africa (AfA) hosted a consultative meeting in Ebonyi state on documentation as a framework for demanding accountability for mass atrocities in South Eastern Nigeria. The meeting held at Monabliss Hotel & Suit, 95 Nnorom Street, behind Grand Arena (Mile 50 Avenue), Abakaliki on the 4th of March, 2019 by 8.00am and had 30 participants in attendance. This document provides highlights of the meeting for follow up action.

Objectives:                                                                                                          o
The main objective of the meeting was to strategically engage participants on the above mentioned project being implemented by AfA and provide a platform to get first hand information and details on any mass atrocity committed within  communities in Ebonyi state. 
The meeting was further designed to enable participants understand the imperatives of the project and also allow them buy into the objectives of the project.

Proceedings:                                                                                                       o
Introduction/Background: Ms. Iheoma Obibi, the Executive Director of Alliances for Africa (AfA) and Ashoka Fellow, laid the foundation for the meeting and stated the imperatives for participants to understand the scope of mass atrocities  in South Eastern Nigeria especially its impact on women.
Expectations: 
The following were expectations of Participants;
1. Learn how to document and intervene in atrocities crimes.
2. Learn how to document  holistically without missing out any incidences.
3. Achieve strategies to mitigating atrocities and learn how people can be enlightened about these atrocities.
4. Learn how to hold perpetrators accountable.
5. Adequate reportage of atrocities.
6. How to document atrocities and mitigate violence against women
7. Way forward for all affected communities.
8. To learn and know how to report mass atrocity crimes efficiently.
9. To strengthen the voices of victims.
10. When to and what to document as mass atrocities.
11. How to use documented facts to demand accountability from perpetrators.
After participants' mentioned their expectations, Ms. Obibi clearly analysed AfA's definition of mass atrocity in South East Nigeria distinguishing between atrocities obtainable in North East/North Central and South East Nigeria. Her comprehensive exposition distilled that while Northern Nigeria is challenged by atrocities of terrorism and armed conflict, South East Nigeria is plagued by atrocities such as community clashes; Pastoral farmers conflict (Herdsmen invasion); election violence; state sponsored violence; extra judicial killings; military barricades/check points etc.

 Interactive Session:                          z                                                                            
Ms. Blessing Duru, the Programs Manager of Alliances for Africa (AfA), led participants to identify communities in the state where mass atrocities (as defined by AfA) had occurred.
Hotspot communities identified and forms of atrocities perpetrated in these communities are:
	HOTSPOT COMMUNITY
	FORM OF ATROCITY
	PERPETRATORS
	VICTIMS

	· Oso-Edda in Afikpo South LGA and Akaeze in Ivo LGA in 1993/1994.
	· Land Dispute
	· Warring factions
	· Women

	· Ugwufie-Edda in Afikpo South LGA in 2006/2007.
	· IPOB/MASSOB mass arrest
	· Military
	· Women

	· Okporojo & Ogiri communities in Afikpo South LGA in 2018.
	· Land dispute.
	· Warring factions
	· Women

	· Okpuma in Afikpo South LGA in 2011-2017.
	· Fulani Herdsmen Killings of community members.
	· Herdsmen
	·  Women

	· Onuakpu, Ododokpa, Achacha villages in Igbeagu community in Izzi LGA of Ebonyi state and Ukele community in Iyala LGA of Cross River State (on-going).
	· Boundary dispute.
	· Warring factions
	· Women

	· Izenyi, Mkpuma Akpatapa and Ishiajim in Agbaja community in Izzi LGA in February, 2019.
	· Electoral Violence.
	· State Sponsored Hoodlums.
	· Women

	· Isobo, Akataka, Ebiem villages in Ekpaomaka community and Odomowo village in Inyimagu community in Ikwo LGA in 2018.
	· Community clashes.
	· Warring Factions.
	· Women

	· Ndiagu Amachi, Edda and Okpuitumo Communities in Abakaliki LGA of Ebonyi state and Ejah, Apia and Ijitumo in Obubura LGA in Cross River State from November, 2019 till date.
	· Boundary Dispute
	· Warring factions.
	· Women

	· Enyibichiri, Echialike And Noyo Villages in Ikwo LGA and Enyigba community in Abakaliki LGA in February, 2018.
	· Land Dispute
	· Warring factions.
	· Women

	· Ochienyim village in Amagu community in Ikwo LGA of Ebonyi state and Adadama community in Abi LGA of cross River state (on-going).
	· Boundary Dispute
	· Warring factions.
	· Women

	· Ofenakpa in Inyimagu community Ikwo LGA of Ebonyi state and Isobo community in Obubura LGA of Cross River state, from 2007 till present. 
	· Boundary disputes.
	· Warring factions.
	· Women

	· *Mgbalukwu and Ojiegbe communities in Onicha LGA from 1910 - 2007[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  *Incidence can be considered, but not as priority incidence.] 

	· Land dispute
	· Warring factions.
	· Women

	· Okwuakpa and Ekwashi villages in Umuogodakpa community in Ohaukwu LGA of Ebonyi state and Agile community in Ardo LGA of Benue state (on-going).
	· Boundary Disputes
	· Warring factions.
	· Women

	· Unwana in Afikpo North LGA in 2003.
	· Electoral Violence.
	· Political parties sponsored Hoodlums.
	· Women




Group Work:                            z  
Participants were split into 3 (three) groups representing the senatorial zones of Ebonyi state.
The objective of this session was to get participants to group affected hotspot  communities into the various senatorial zones and the effects the atrocities had on the women in the hotspot communities.
Participants' identified the following in their various groups;
EBONYI SOUTH
	COMMUNITY
	ATROCITIES WHICH OCCURRED
	EFFECTS ON WOMEN

	· Oso-Edda in Afikpo South LGA and Akaeze in Ivo LGA in 1993/1994; 
	· Land Dispute
	· Women in the hotspot communities were displaced from their homes and sacked from their communities.
· Many women were killed.
· Their farms were destroyed and thus economically constrained.
· Lack of enthusiasm for political participation for.
· Women were severally raped.
· Unwanted pregnancies resulting from rape.
· STDs transmitted to women.
· Women lost their freedom of movement.
· Women were widowed.

	· Okporojo & Ogiri communities in Afikpo South LGA in 2018; 
	· Land dispute
	· 

	· Okpuma in Afikpo South LGA in 2011-2017; 
	· Fulani Herdsmen Killings of community members
	· 

	· Unwana in Afikpo North LGA in 2003.
	· Electoral Violence.
	· 



EBONYI CENTRAL
	COMMUNITY
	ATROCITIES WHICH OCCURRED
	EFFECTS ON WOMEN

	· Isobo, Akataka, Ebiem villages in Ekpaomaka community and Odomowo village in Inyimagu community in Ikwo LGA in 2018.
	· Community clashes.
	· Women in the hotspot communities were displaced from their homes and sacked from their communities.
· Increased maternal and infant mortality rate.
· Depression and mass divorce.
· Traumatized and depressed women; as a result of children burnt in their classrooms, also led to high rate of suicide committed by women.
· Many women were killed.
· Their farms were destroyed and thus economically constrained.
· Women were severally raped.
· Unwanted pregnancies resulting from rape.
· Women lost their freedom of movement.
· Women were widowed.

	· Ochienyim village in Amagu community in Ikwo LGA of Ebonyi state and Adadama community in Abi LGA of cross River state (on-going).
	· Boundary Dispute
	· 

	· Ofenakpa in Inyimagu community Ikwo LGA of Ebonyi state and Isobo community in Obubura LGA of Cross River state, from 2007 till present. 
	· Boundary disputes.
	· 

	· Enyibichiri, Echialike And Noyo Villages in Ikwo LGA and Enyigba community in Abakaliki LGA in February, 2018.
	· Land Dispute
	· 



EBONYI NORTH
	COMMUNITY
	ATROCITIES WHICH OCCURRED
	EFFECTS ON WOMEN

	· Onuakpu, Ododokpa, Achacha villages in Igbeagu community in Izzi LGA of Ebonyi state and Ukele community in Iyala LGA of Cross River State (on-going).
	· Boundary dispute.
	· Women in the hotspot communities were displaced from their homes and sacked from their communities.
· Many women were killed.
· Their farms were destroyed and thus economically constrained.
· Women were severally raped.
· Unwanted pregnancies resulting from rape.
· Women lost their freedom of movement.
· Women were widowed.

	· Izenyi, Mkpuma Akpatapa and Ishiajim in Agbaja community in Izzi LGA in February, 2019.
	· Electoral Violence.
	· 

	· Okwuakpa and Ekwashi villages in Umuogodakpa community in Ohaukwu LGA of Ebonyi state and Agile community in Ardo LGA of Benue state (on-going).
	· Boundary Disputes
	· 




Conclusion/Follow up action:                                                                         o
The intensity of atrocities that have occurred and are currently on-going in Ebonyi state validates the objectives of the project by AfA, on documenting Mass Atrocities in South East Nigeria, funded by OSIWA.  
Findings gathered from this meeting will determine the  scope of a baseline survey of identified hotspot communities and professional interviews of victims of atrocities identified in the hotspot  communities.

