REPORT FROM THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING IN ENUGU STATE ON DOCUMENTATION AS A FRAMEWORK FOR DEMANDING ACCOUNTABILITY FOR MASS ATROCITIES IN SOUTH EASTERN NIGERIA
 ____________________________________________________________________
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[bookmark: _GoBack]With funding from the Open Society Initiative for West Africa (OSIWA), Alliances for Africa (AfA) hosted a consultative meeting in Anambra state on documentation as a framework for demanding accountability for mass atrocities in South Eastern Nigeria. The meeting held at Finotel Hotel, Nnamdi Azikiwe Avenue, Opp Nwa Uzu Junction, Agu-Awka, on the 6th of March, 2019 by 8.00am and had 28 participants in attendance. This document provides highlights of the meeting for follow up action.

Objectives:                                                                                                          o
The main objective of the meeting was to strategically engage participants on the above mentioned project being implemented by AfA and provide a platform to get first hand information and details on any mass atrocity committed within  communities in Anambra state. 
The meeting was further designed to enable participants understand the imperatives of the project and also allow them buy into the objectives of the project.

Proceedings:                                                                                                       o
Introduction/Background: Ms. IhuomaChidire Anuonye, the Legal/Programs Assistant I of Alliances for Africa (AfA), laid the foundation for the meeting and stated the imperatives for participants to understand the scope of mass atrocities  in South Eastern Nigeria especially its impact on women.
Expectations: 
The following were expectations of Participants;
1. Know how to manage mass atrocities in Anambra state.
2. Know mass atrocities that have occurred in Anambra state and the rate of occurence.
3. Know how women can ensure their safety and defend themselves against perpetrators of mass atrocities.
4. Solutions to mass atrocities and way forward.
5. Know causes of mass atrocities and ways of curbing it in Anambra state.
6. Know how a layman can document mass atrocities.
7. Know the extent of awareness in the society and whether the government is playing its role by intervening. 
8. Know the extent to which legal frameworks already in place can be enfrced to curb atrocities in the state.
9. Know how AfA intends to gather and publicize data on mass atrocities.
10. Learn strategies for implementation of the project.
11. Learn how women can be empowered to address issues of atrocities in Anambra state.
After participants' mentioned their expectations, Ms. IhuomaChidire clearly analysed AfA's definition of mass atrocity in South East Nigeria distinguishing between atrocities obtainable in North East/North Central and South East Nigeria. Her all-inclusive exposition distilled that while Northern Nigeria is challenged by atrocities of terrorism and armed conflict, South East Nigeria is plagued by atrocities such as community clashes; Pastoral farmers conflict (Herdsmen invasion); election violence; state sponsored violence; extra judicial killings; military barricades/check points etc.
 Interactive Session:                          z                                                                            
Dr. Jude Ohanele, the Programs Director of Development Dynamics, led participants to identify communities in the state where mass atrocities (as defined by AfA) had occurred.
Hotspot communities identified and forms of atrocities perpetrated in these communities are:
	HOTSPOT COMMUNITY
	FORM OF ATROCITY
	PERPETRATORS
	VICTIMS

	· Onitsha city in Anambra North senatorial zone.
	· Massacre of MASSOB members 
	· Nigerian Army
(State sponsored)
	· Women

	· Isu Aniocha in Awka North LGA from 2018 till date.
	· Land dispute
	· Warring factions
	· Women

	· Aguleri and Umuleri communities in Anambra East in 1999.
	· Land dispute
	· Warring factions
	· Women

	· Omor and Igbankwu communities in Ayamelum  LGA in 1999/2000.
	· Land Dispute
	· Omor Community
	· Women

	· *Osile Ogbuike community in Oyi LGA  in 2009/2011. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  *Incidence can be considered, but not as priority incidence.] 

	· Land dispute
	· Warring factions
	· Women

	· Ayamelu LGA in 2019
	· Herdsmen invasion
	· Fulani Herdsmen
	· Women

	· Nigerian Civil war in 1967-1970.
	· Mass killing and rape of women in Anambra
	· The Nigerin Army
	· Women

	· Ozubulu town in Ekwusigo LGA in 2017.
	· Mass shooting/killings.
	· Nigerian drug barons (members of a drug cartel in South Africa)
	· Women

	· Nkpor/Obosi in Idemili North in 2015.
	· IPOB killings
	· State sponsored
	· Women

	· Abagana in Njikoka LGA and Ukpo in Dunukofia LGA in 2016 till date.
	· Land dispute
	· Warring factions
	· Women



Group Work:                            z  
Ms. Blessing Duru, the Programs Manager of Alliances for Africa (AfA) coordinated the group work by grouping Participants into 3 (three) groups representing the 3 senatorial zones of Anambra state.
The objective of this session was to get participants to group affected hotspot  communities into the various senatorial zones and the effects the atrocities had on the women in the hotspot communities.
Participants' identified the following in their various groups;
ANAMBRA SOUTH
	COMMUNITY
	ATROCITIES WHICH OCCURRED
	EFFECTS ON WOMEN

	· Ozubulu town in Ekwusigo LGA in 2017.
	· Mass shooting/killings.
	· Mass killing of women.
· Starvation
· Sexual exploitation and sex slavery of women.
· Women were severally raped.
· Unwanted pregnancies resulting from rape.
· STDs transmitted to women.
· Women were displaced from their homes.
· Women were kidnapped and abducted.
· Women were widowed.

	· Nigerian Civil war in 1967-1970.
	· Mass killing and rape of women in Anambra.
	· 

	


ANAMBRA NORTH 
	COMMUNITY
	ATROCITIES WHICH OCCURRED
	EFFECTS ON WOMEN

	· Aguleri and Umuleri communities in Anambra East in 1999.
	· Land dispute
	· Women were killed massively in the farms with their children.
· Women were raped.
· Unwanted pregnancies resulting from rape.
· Women lost their freedom of movement.

	· Omor and Igbankwu communities in Ayamelum  LGA in 1999/2000.
	· Land Dispute
	· 

	· Onitsha city
	· Massacre of MASSOB members 
	· 



ANAMBRA CENTRAL
	COMMUNITY
	ATROCITIES WHICH OCCURRED
	EFFECTS ON WOMEN

	· Nkpor/Obosi in Idemili North in 2015.
	· IPOB killings
	· Women in the hotspot communities were displaced from their homes and sacked from their communities.
· Many women were killed.
· Their farms were destroyed and thus economically constrained.
· Women were severally raped.
· High infant mortality rate that led to depression of many women.
· Unwanted pregnancies resulting from rape.
· Women lost their freedom of movement.
· Women were widowed.

	· Isu Aniocha in Awka North LGA from 2018 till date.
	· Land dispute
	· 

	· Nigerian Civil war in 1967-1970.
	· Mass killing and rape of women in Anambra
	· 



Conclusion/Follow up action:                                                                         o
Mass atrocities in Anambra state is seemingly in its wake, as a plethora of atrocities that characterize other South Eastern states are not currently escalated in the state. However, there is need to ensure these atrocities do not escalate in the near future, thus the imperatives of attaining the objectives of the above-mentioned project.
Findings gathered from this meeting will determine the  scope of a baseline survey of identified hotspot communities and professional interviews of victims of atrocities identified in the hotspot  communities.
